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JU files claim against town

Amount is same as Florence tried to collect 2 years ago from utility
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The Town of Florence is facing a claim from Johnson Utilities for $178 452, which alleges the company has |
suffered damages since “an unfounded allegation and communication” by Town Manager Brent Billingsley early

o |
this year, 88 United Way |
Clear of Pingl County
The amount is equal to what the town attempted to collect from JU two years ago.
JU's notice of claim, dated July 12, says Billingsley sent -
Casa Grande Valley Newspapers InC.  an email to a consultant for JU stating he was informed Connect With Us
H | Printin that JU was to reimburse the town for its due diligence
CommerCIa t g costs as it contemplated buying Johnson Utilities in late Facebook
2013 through mid-2014. Owner George Johnson called
off the negotiations and the purchase never occurred. Twitter
JU’s claim states this matter was settled in 2014 after a RSS
company attorney explained why the company would
i not pay, and the town pursued it no further. Mobile
- v .
Call us next time you need ¢, on yan. 22 of this year, Billingsiey sent his email to Newsletter

business cards, calendars, the consultant, which was also seen by the town
enVEIOpeS, ﬂyers and more! attorney and "likely was sent to others,” the claim letter
states, “at a time when the Town Manager knew or
(520) 836-7461

houid h k that the stat t was false. . . .
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“The purpose of the Town Manager’s email may have been to keep others from dealing with JU or forwarding the Click Here to see alf Trending Businesses
agenda of a person(s) who did not want the Town to deal with JU,” the letter alleges.

JU has since attempted to have Billingsley’s claim withdrawn. The company asked that the Town Counéiﬂﬁmalyﬁorporauon CommlSS!Oﬁ
confirm that JU does not owe the town any money at the council’s June 20 meeting. But there was no age
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JU estimates it will incur damages of $200,000, pius $200,000 more in assorted expenses and fees as it pursuesJU L 2 6 ZU 16
litigation against the town. The company further says it anticipates being awarded $1 miliion in punitive damages
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against Billingstey. = o™
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But it said it is willing to settle for $178,452, according to the claim letter. ‘L‘“:_.“‘: :};;; pre] -0
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Assistant Town Manager Jess Knudson said Monday the town didn’t have a comment at this time. L c’?\
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The claim letter says the possibility of JU reimbursing the town for its expenses arose when discussions of the > e Im
purchase began in October 2013. But town officials said at the time the town didn’t want reimbursement “to :E 50
demonstrate to the people of Florence that the Town’s analysis was independent.” a r:) w
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